
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, July 28, 2010 at the Township Building at 7:00PM.  The meeting was duly advertised and 
properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Rob McNamee Bob Gearhart Ellie Salahub Mark Maria Harold Kreider 
 
Township Officials: 
Jim Caldwell Robin L. Getz Stacey L. Winterstein 
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet 
 
1. Dr. Maria called the meeting to order at 7:08PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
2. Minutes 
 The minutes of the meeting of June 30, 2010 were brought to the floor for discussion.  He asked if 

there were any deletions or corrections at this time.  None being heard, Mr. McNamee moved for 
the approval of the minutes of the June 30, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Gearhart seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
3. Request – Randy Ebersole/Eight E Limited Partnership 

Mr. Gearhart presented this plan with respect to a change in the stormwater from the original plan.  
It was approved by Soil Conservation and they have satisfied Rettew’s comments as well.  The 
driveway was meant to be porous paving but when they started digging to install the driveway, 
they ran into a lot of rock.  Had they continued to get the rock out, they would have had to go back 
and put in an amended soil mixture under the driveway, which would have made the driveway 
settle.  Instead of doing that, they have changed the plan to install rain gardens and move the 
driveway to a higher elevation which will mean less excavating.  There will be a 4” pvc pipe 
installed which will contain a valve that can be opened to disperse the water.  They also contacted 
the church, who signed the plan acknowledging that in the instance of a very large storm, the 
excess stormwater may flow across and into their stormwater facility.  Mr. Caldwell stated there 
were 2 modifications requested one regarding the briefing item and the other regarding the plan 
scale.  They are recommending approval of the plan per their July 21, 2010 letter.  Mr. McNamee 
made motion to recommend approval of the plan and the modifications.  Ms. Salahub seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed with 4 in favor and Mr. Gearhart abstaining. 

 
4. Recommendation – Proposed Comprehensive Zoning Amendment 

Dr. Maria stated he felt the discussions they had were very helpful.  He felt this is a well reasoned 
document and glad it was worked on as it has cleared up a lot of issues.  Mr. McNamee stated he 
felt there were some frivolous requirements regarding trees set forth in the ordinance, but nothing 
that was a big enough issue that it needed to be changed.  There was also an issue with the 
alternative energy section and the wind farm section, as he felt those could be combined.  
However, none of these would change the essence of the document.  He feels the document is very 
thorough.  Mr. Gearhart is hopeful that the Township will do enforcement under this ordinance on 
complaints and that it won’t turn into a witchhunt.  Dr. Maria feel the ordinance is sound and that 
things that need to be fixed can be done later.  Mr. Kreider inquired if the Ag Nuisance disclaimer 
carried over into the Ag Holding Area.  Dr. Maria stated this is an imperfect document, but it is a 
big step forward from what we have currently.   
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Ms. Salahub made motion to recommend the Supervisors move forward with the ordinance with 
the provision the areas previously identified will be worked on to amend and a schedule set forth 
for those amendments.  Mr. McNamee seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Dr. Maria acknowledged two gentlemen in the audience that were not on the agenda.  Charlie Suhr 
and John Sepp were in attendance on behalf of BTKD.  They simply wanted to offer an update on 
this plan for a restaurant and a retail store.  They did receive a conditional use approval on July 6.  
They are now submitting revised plans.  They have responded to Rettew’s comments as per their 
July 21 letter.  They explained that the condominium concept is now gone.  They will have 1 lot 
with multi-uses.  They will also be asking for a waiver regarding traffic.  Mr. Caldwell explained 
that the Board did give conditional use approval with several conditions including any conditions 
the Supervisors may deem appropriate.  There is no written decision at this time but it should be 
ready soon.  Dr. Maria stated he appreciated them coming.  This plan will be on the agenda for the 
August meeting and they are hoping action can be taken by the Commission at that time.  Ms. 
Getz stated she will be sending this plan to the Commission electronically as soon as she is sure 
it’s accurate. 
 
Mr. Suhr also inquired why they are looking to adopt this new zoning ordinance when they know 
they will be making changes.  Mr. Caldwell explained there is a strong desire by the Board to 
correct a lot of the ills that are in the current ordinance and they wish to do so quickly.  He also 
stated the changes that have been discussed are all relatively minor. 
 
Mr. Caldwell announced that he, Mr. Gearhart, Mrs. Eirich and Ms. Getz will be starting 
discussions on the official map beginning at 6:00PM prior to the next Planning Commission 
meeting in order to define the scope.  They will then be sharing what they discuss with the 
Commission at their meeting that evening.  He also commented on the draft trail plan and stated 
that the steering committee will be meeting July 29 to discuss if there is anything else that needs to 
be done.  They are anticipating that plan to be presented to the Board at their August meeting.  He 
also introduced Ben Webber from his office who was in attendance at this meeting to shadow him. 
 

5. Dr. Maria made motion to adjourn at 7:38pm.  Mr. McNamee seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous.  Next meeting will be held Wednesday, August 25, 2010 at 7:00PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rob McNamee 
Secretary 
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